The Bloody Assize
Church, came over and made on behalf of Louis XIV. the
secret Treaty of Dover, in which Louis promised money
and soldiers to Charles and he agreed on his part to establish
the Catholic religion in England. Henrietta died almost
immediately afterwards* The Catholic ministers alone
knew of this. Arlington, Clifford, Arundel and Sir Richard
Sellings signed this treasonable document on behalf of the
English Catholics. Later on a sham treaty was put before
all the other ministers. The French money remained in,
but the Catholic religion was left out*
This scant outline is enough to make one comprehend
how rumour could fly on her accustomed task of putting
fear into the hearts of men. No man knew what the
dreaded Popish Plot really was. But everyone knew that
it included the degradation of the country to the rule of
France, the compulsory establishment of Papal domina-
tion, the domestic tyranny of priests and the lighting once
again of the fires of Smithfield to destroy those who would
not bow the knee.
This infamous secret treaty, a counterpart of which
remained in the possession of Lord Clifford of Chudleigh,
descendant of Thomas Clifford, the English Catholic
minister who signed it, did not see the light until recent
times. Nevertheless, the fear and terror of the hidden
thing in some mysterious way reached the soul of the
English people and they visualized it in their own mythical
stories of Popish Plots. In such fashion in all ages does the
treachery of human rulers work its own undoing*
From this point onwards, Monmouth and the Duke of
York were leaders in opposite camps. He was the Pro-
testant Prince and it was the hope of the country that his
father would make him his heir* He was made a Lieutenant-
General and he served with glory against the Dutch.
The Duke of York had married a Catholic bride, Mary
of Modena. The country regarded the alliance with deep
distrust, and Charles continued his favour to his son on his
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